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VARIOUS ARTISTS - Dope, Guns and Fucking Up Your Video Deck Vol. 1-3 / 1990-1994 DVD () Amphetamine Reptile was the 'it' label back in the early 90s, just before (and a little after) the huge 'alternative' music explosion. They had some of the best 7"es and albums of bands that were starting out in that era; Helmet, Melvins, Surgery, Today is the Day, Boss Hog and others. During that time, they put out a 7" collection (and later compilation album) titled Dope, Guns and Fucking in the Streets, which soon turned into a three volume video series. Both the vinyl and the VHS collections were great, and while most may not even remember AmRep, their noise rock releases still stand up to almost anything produced today. Now, someone at Music Video Distributors knows their underground music history, because they find and re-release music videos that were seriously treasured by fans. Plus they release it on VHS and DVD, as I lost my Volumes I & II tapes to Hurricane Andrew. Volume One was released in 1990 and features Helmet, Helios Creed, Cows, King Snake Roost, Tar, Lubricated Goat, Halo of Flies and three more. Volume Two has Vertigo, God Bullies, Cosmic Psychos and more from Helmet, Surgery, Helios Creed, Cows and four others. Volume Three contains videos by Boss Hog, Chokebore, Hammerhead, Today is the Day, Melvins, plus another six bands. All of it is hosted by Dr. Sphincter, a Minneapolis local-access weirdo, who gives a 50/50 preformance - sometimes funny, sometime falls flat. And finally, as an extra, we get a sort-of Volume 4 (1994 and later), which gives you more by Melvins, Chokebore, Today is the Day, Cosmic Psychos and the retail price is almost worth it for the seen-many-times, but happy-to-finally-have-it-on-DVD video for "Scrape" by Unsane. Just watching it hurts. Start Volume 1 on Monday, finishing off Thursday with the bonus videos. Friday go out to your local bar, get drunk and harass the bands until they play, "Honey Bucket" or "Bad Mood". If they don't know either, set the place ablaze. (Mar 12, 2004)
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